United Way of Larimer County Workplace Campaign LIVE UNITED

Special Event Ideas

United Way

Grow Your Campaign with FUNdraising! of Larimer County

Special events are a great opportunity to support United Way and have fun in the
workplace. Even small events can be a great way to grow a campaign. When combined
with employee donations and payroll deductions, your efforts make a big impact here in
Larimer County!

POPULAR SPECIAL EVENTS:

Silent Auction: Buy or solicit donated items and then have people place bids for the items of their
choice.

Jeans / Casual Days: Sell opportunities for employees to wear jeans or other casual clothing.

Barbecue Contest: Fire up the grill and break out your best barbecue recipes! Require contestants to
pay an entry fee and charge spectators by the plate. Ask members of the group to act as judges.
Consider requiring homemade sauce or creating categories for different meats and veggies. Could also
be done with chili, dips, cookies—the sky is the limit!

Snack Cart / Table: Purchase items at Sam’s Club or Costco (or use homemade items) and sell them
around the office for $1 or $2 with proceeds benefitting your campaign.

Run / Walk: Organize a fun run / walk. Gather donations or have participants pay an entry fee to
compete in this run.

Penny Wars: Have a contest between employees—or managers—to see who can get the most
pennies in a jar. Silver coins could count as negative points. Have the person with the most—or least—
amount do something silly like take a pie to the face!

Drawing for a Chance to Win: Purchase or solicit a donated item and have employees make a

donation for a chance to win. 50 /50 pots are another great idea and don't require a hot-ticket item. The
winner of a 50 / 50 pot gets half of the total pool, while the other half would be a

donation to United Way.

SPORTING EVENTS:

Bike-a-thon: Charge an entry fee. Participants collect pledges for the number of miles they ride.

Bowling Tournament: Set up a bowling alley in a hallway using bottled water and a ball. Charge
participants to enter. Participants can get pledges for the number of pins knocked over.

Executive Chair Race: Set up a relay course for executives to go through. The executives are either sitting
in a chair or on tricycles. Let observers “bet” on their favorite contestants.

Tug-of-War: Have employees play against executive staff or interdepartmental competition. Each team
pays a fee to enter.



Golf Tournament: Participants pay a fee to enter. Have employees invite family and friends to raise even
more money.

Office Olympics: Set up an obstacle course in the lunchroom, several offices, several floors of offices or
outside. One station can be for typing a couple of paragraphs, another station for filing, another for
photocopying, etc. The contestants pay an entry fee with the funds going to United Way.

Tricycle Races: Bring children’s tricycles. Before the race, employees pay to have sandbags or rolled
pennies tied to opposing department managers’ tricycles. The first one to the finish line wins a prize for
the department. A special prize could be a front row parking spot, baked goods, etc.

Rock, Paper, Scissors Tournament — Rock crushes scissors. Scissors cut paper. Paper covers rock....you
know the drill. Rope off an area to create a “boxing ring” where employees can compete against each
other. Have employees place “bets” on who they think the winner will be. A fun idea is to have
employees fill out brackets that predict who will win. The winner splits the money with United Way. You
can host this tournament in conjunction with a barbecue or chili cook-off to gather more spectators.

Minute to Win It - A "Minute to Win It" fundraiser is inspired by the game show of the same name, where
contestants are given 60 seconds in which to complete a game or challenge using everyday objects.
Some examples of challenges include moving candy from one side of a room to the other with a straw (no
hands), race to assemble the front of a cereal box that has been cut into 16 pieces, tap three balloons to
keep them above ground for a minute, and using one hand to run a piece of thread through the eye of 10
needles. The possibilities are endless for the types of challenges you can create! To raise money you can
charge an entrance fee to be a contestant and charge admission to spectators.

FOOD EVENTS:

Bake Sale: Ask employees to bring their favorite cakes, cookies or breads. Even a small office can raise a
lot of money with minimal effort. Sell per item or by the dozen. Jazz up your sale by adding a theme like
all chocolate or healthy treats.

Lunch Time Meals: Sponsor a lunch of spaghetti, chili, barbecue or another favorite food. Charge a flat
fee for all you can eat. The fee should be enough to cover expenses with some left over for a contribution.

Potluck Lunch: This is a great money maker! Have everyone bring a dish for lunch and charge a small fee
to eat.



